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Elementary Classical Greek I (GRK 101). Introduction to the Greek
Alphabet

1. ALPHABET

Aa alpha a (asin “bah”) | Nwv nu n
BB beta b E xi x (= khs)
I'y gamma g (see below) Oo omicron 0 (boat)
Ad  delta d ITm pi p
Ee epsilon € (met) Po rho r
ZC zeta zd Yog sigma s
H n eta 8 ( ehh) (LTse'the ¢ form at end of word, o form
within words.)
(“T” sound + puff of air — “t” in ]
“tough”) Yv upsilon u
It iota i Do phi ph
(“P” sound + puff of air — “p” in
Kx kappa k “ouff”)
Mp mu m (“K” sound + puff of air — “c” in “cuff”)
N AU psi ps
Qw omega 0
2. Aspirated (“breathy”) consonants

B (beta) and 7t (pi) when aspirated become ¢ (phi), not an “f” sound but like a

“ 7

p” with a heavy pulff of air (like the “p” in “puft”)

v (gamma) and «k (kappa) when aspirated become ¥ (chi), like a “k” with a heavy

puff of air (like the “c” in “cough”)

T (tau) when aspirated becomes O (theta), not a “th” sound but like a “t” with a

heavy puff of air (like the “t” in “tough”)

3. DOUBLE CONSONANTS
B/ 1/ ¢ (blp/ph) PLUS o (s) = ¥ (“ps”)
v /x/x (g/k/kh) PLUS o (s) = £ (“x”)
o (s) PLUS d (d) =C (zd) — ABnvag + d¢ = AOnvale, Athenasde (“to Athens”)

4. LOWER-CASE SIGMA

Lower-case sigma is o, except when it’s the last letter in a word. Then it is c.
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5. GAMMA (I
gamma (I'/y) followed by gamma (y), kappa (i), or chi (x) = an “ng” sound.
e ayyeAog = angelos (“messenger”)
® dykVAog = anktlos (“crooked, bent”)

o ¢yxewdov = enkheiridion (“handbook”)

6. DIPHTHONGS (vowel combinations). Two vowels mixed, with a smooth
transition from the one sound to the other
o= English “aye,” “1”
« (alpha + iota subscript) = at (above)
eL=ay (“hay”)
€L = €-00
nv = ehh-oo
1 (eta + iota subscript) = 1 = “eh-ee”
ov = oh-00, like the “ow” in “show”
oL=oy (“boy”)
vL=wee (“we”

w (omega + iota subscript) = 0i

7. VOWEL LENGTH
Long vowels take twice the time of short vowels to pronounce, i.e., 2 shorts =1 long
a (“ahhh,” long alpha)
L (“eee,” long iota)
v (sort of sounds like “00”)
N (eta, “ehh”) is long epsilon, & (“eh”)
w (omega, pure “ohh”) is long omicron, o (“oh”)

Diphthongs (vowel combinations) take the same time as long vowels

8. BREATHINGS (for vowels at beginning of words)
0 ="0" = “smooth breathing,” no “h” sound at the beginning of a word
0 ="ho” = “rough breathing,” “h” sounding

0 (rho) always has rough breathing at beginning of word: m&vta Qel, panta rhei,
“all is in flux”

Use breathings only for initial vowels/diphthongs or rho. Breathings over
diphthongs go over the second vowel: av, not aw.
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10.

11.

12.

ACCENTS (over certain vowels)

In ancient Greek, all accents intonational and marked. (Not marked with accent, no
accent)

" (acute): voice goes P in pitch

' (grave): voice stays same

" (circumflex): voice goes uP then down again.

6 &yyeAog (& = alpha acute) = ho gelos “the messenger”
N Youxn =he psukhé “the soul”

1) buxn (1) = eta grave) d0avatog ot = heé psukhé ath®nat®s esti “the soul is
immortal”

nll

0 d@oV (circumflex omega) dya0dv = to d-0%o-ron agath®™ “the gift is good”

NEW PUNCTUATION
colon/semicolon = -

question mark =;

GUESS THE ANIMAL (actual ancient Greek animal sounds)
Bav Pav

pn BN

TEACH SOCRATES A SONG!

QLY AT el TAQTL al doVT oLAVT TO PL AT

Nvd at dovt iBev knE

oVOVOEQLV L al KL OVIK AdovT da Pak. . .

Aoaotiv BieBno, Atdovt kno



