Chapter 16 Alpha-Grammar — PASSIVE VERBS

1. Greek passive verb forms: passive versus middle.
For the following tenses. . .

> present > perfect (vol. 2)

> imperfect > pluperfect (vol. 2)

... passive and middle forms are exactly the same. The only way to tell the
difference there is by context!

For other tenses. . .

> future

> aorist

. . . the passive and the middle forms are different! (Fut., aor. passive to be studied

later.)

2. Passive verb forms: present (indic., inf., imper., ptc) and imperfect (indic.). . .

PRESENT MIDDLE/PASSIVE of A0w, moléw, Tipdw, SnAow

basic endings = w-verbs e-contract a-contract o-contract
Indicative

-uat Av-opat TLOL-OL AL TIH-OHAL onA-ovuat
-oat AV-gL/ TOL-€L/ 1) TIU-Q onA-ot (!!)
(with contractions) = (from AvV-e-oa)

-TaL Av-gtal ToL-elTaL TIU-QTOL onA-ovtat
-ueba Av-Opeba mot-ovpeOx TIH-peOa dnA-ovpeda
-00¢ AV-g00¢€ moL-el00¢ Tp-ao0e dnA-ovoOe
-VTaL Av-ovtat TIOL-OLVTAL TIU-WVTOL onA-ovvtau
Imperative

-00 A¥-0UV (from TIOL-00 - (1) dnA-ov

(with contractions) = AvV-e-00)

-00¢ AV-g00¢€ moL-el00e Tp-ao0e dnA-ovoOe
Infinitve

-o0at AV-g00at mol-etoBat Tip-aoBat onA-ovobat
Participle

-uevog, etc. Av-Ouevog, etc.  MOL-OVUEVOC, TIU-WUEVOC, dnA-ovuevog,

etc.

etc.

etc.
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IMPERFECT MIDDLE/PASSIVE of A0w, Moléw, TIpaw, SnAow

basic endings w-verbs e-contract a-contract o-contract
Indicative

-unv EAv-OuNV ETOL-OVUNV ETLU-WOUNV EdNA-oOuNV
-00 EAV-0V ETOL-0V étp-ao (1) £0mnA-ov

(with contractions) (from éAV-e-coV)

-TO EAV-gT0 ETIOL-ELTO ETIU-ATO £0mnA-ovTO
-ueba EAv-OueOa émor-ovpela  étp-wpeda  ednA-ovpeba
-00¢ EAV-e00¢ émot-elo0e Etip-ao0e £omnA-ovo0e
-VTO EAV-0VTO £TIOL-OUVTO ETLU-WVTO £dnA-ovvto
3. Transitive active, middle voice versus passive voice — MEANING.

(@)  Transitive active, transitive middle:
Verb-forms whose

e SUBJECT = doer of an action or person being in as state of being.
e DIRECT OBJECT = target, done to.

SUBJECT/DOER VERB DIRECT OBJECT
1) TG BaAAel (act.) TV oPaAiQoy
The girl is throwing the ball.

O maTnE Avetat (mid.) TOV AOA.
The father is ransoming the boy.

(b)  Passive voice:

Verb-forms whose SUBJECT = target, done-to. The agent still = doer of the action,
but agent is no longer nominative:

SUBJECT/DONE TO PASSIVE VERB AGENT
The ball is thrown by the girl.
1 opaioa PaAAetal UTO TG TALDOG.

(c) Active (or transitive middle) to Passive. . . .
So, to rewrite active (or transitive middle) sentences as passive. . .
1. Take the direct object of the active/middle sentence.
2. Make it the subject of your passive sentence.
3. Place verb in passive.
4

. Make the old subject now the agent (the by-whom-it’s-done element).
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@ NOTE: The term “passive” comes from the idea that the grammatical focus of

the sentence (the subject) doesn’t actually do anything, i.e., is “passive.”

Passive sentences basically mean the same thing as the active sentences they
“rewrite,” though with a different rhetorical impact. Thus passive sentences
often shift focus away from the recipient of the action to the action itself (that

it is/was done) or to the doer-agent (it was done by her/him/them).

4. EXAMPLES-DRILL: Greek Active to Passive.

Translate sentence into English. Recast Greek as passive. Translate that into
English. E.g., . ..

0 DIATITIOC AQOTEEVEL TOV AYQOV.
Philip plows the field.

0 dyQog apotpeveTatl DTIO TOL PLALTTTTOV.
The field is being plowed by Philip.

trans verb (“they”) DO

ocvvayelpovoLlv TOUG CVHHAXOVG €l¢ TO medliov
(plain).

They are gathering the allies into the field.

subj pass. verb gen of agent

oL VPOl oLVAYelEOVTAL €IC TO TtedIOV VIO TWV CUUHUAXWV.

The allies are being gathered into the field.

subj trans verb DO

N ovpudooa kKateAlaupPave Ttovg €volkovg.
The misfortune WAS overtaking the inhabitants.

subj pass. verb dative of means

ot évowkol kateAaUBAVOVTO 1) CLUDOQA.

The inhabitants were being overtaken by the misfortune.

subj trans verb DO
N MéAitta étedevta Tov Aoyov.
Melissa was finshing the story.

subj pass. verb gen of agent
0 Aoyog éteAevparto OO TG MeAittnc.
The story was being finished by Melissa.

subj DO middle transitive verb
N Mvooivn tov diAtnmmov Avetat.
Myrrhine is ransoming Philip.
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subj pass. verb gen of agent
O PitAtnmmog Avetat VMo tng Mvpooivng.
Philip is being ransomed by Myrrine.
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