AaApev EAMnviotl!
lalomen hellénisti!
Let’s Speak (ancient) Greek!

Avbpeou tol AvbpEou
Andréou told Andréou
By Andrew son of Andrew

1. How to Use This Document

“Let’s speak Greek” is a set of dialogues written in ancient Attic Greek. These written dialogues will form the
basis of the kind of spoken small talk (AaALd, /alid) that we’ll engage in over the course of the semester.

Spoken Greek in the classroom is 10% of the participation grade — why? Not so you can orderin a
restaurant, but

e Sothat you get a feel for the language and its special features, vocab, endings (something new!),
etc.

e Sothatit’s not just all an abstract exercise in memorizing and decoding. So that it’s something real
This guide should, then, prove useful as reference and for review during and between class meetings.

e This isn’t about memorization; you’ll always have this document at hand, printed or in a window on
your screen

e It's about repetition to help it sink in and to help us feel more at ease

e Take notes, review between classes. Practice saying and reading the Greek. Say it eyes closed. See if
you can makes sentences of your own from it

How do | assess oral Greek? As with homework and other participation, | want to see that you’re putting
good faith effort into it. I’'m certainly not looking for perfection; we need to give ourselves permission to
make mistakes. Lots of mistakes. But we also need to show we’re committed to the kind of progress oral
Greek aims for.

This document will probably be added to as the semester goes on. At a certain point in the semester, oral
Greek prompts may transition mostly to PowerPoints used in class.
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2. UTokelpeval Ae€eLc. hupokeimenai léxeis. Basic Vocabulary

This section provides basic vocabulary: words and expressions frequently encountered in our conversations.
Basically, the same suggestion as previous. Don’t try to learn it all all at once. Rather, when you hear any of
the following used in class, make note of it and review afterwards.

apa; [No translation, introduces yes / no question]
ara?

vai Yes

nai

vaixt Yes indeed! Oh yes!

naikhi!

paAlota Certainly! You bet! Absolutely!

mdlista!

oUTwg €xel Right! It is thus. It is so.

houtés ékhei

0pOKC ye
orthds ge

Right! (Correctly [you have answered])

o0 / ouk / oY

No. (Also means “not”)

ou / ouk [ oukh

oUxL Certainly not! No indeed! No!

oukhi!

TOTEPOV; [Introduces multiple-choice questions]
poteron?

w¢ otpat (hés oimai)

w¢ voullw (hos nomiza)

w¢ daivetal (hos phainetai)
w¢ 6okel (hos doker)

As it seems, in my opinion, etc.

0 pabntng
ho mathétés

The student (masculine singular)

ol pabntai
hoi mathtai

The students (masculine plural)

W Hodntd
6 mathétd

(Hey, there,) student! (masculine singular, to grab attention)
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® podntai
0 mathétai

(Hey, there,) students! (masculine plural, to grab attention)

A padntpig
hé mathétris

The student (feminine singular)

ol padntpideg
hai mathétrides

The students (feminine plural)

o padntpi
6 mathétri

(Hey, there,) student! (feminine singular, to grab attention)

® HoBNTPiSEC
0 mathétrides

(Hey, there,) students! (feminine plural, to grab attention)

0/ i dbdokahog
ho/hé didaskalos

the teacher (masculine / feminine)

® S16doKale
0 diddskale

(Hey, there,) teacher! (masc or fem sing, to grab attention)

giné Say! (command, singular, to one person)

eipé

ginete Say! (plural command, to two or more people)
eipete

eine / elnete “yoipe”
eipe / eipete “khaire”

Say (sing / plur) “khaire”!

avbig
alithis

Again

avBLg eing / glmete
alithis eipe / eipete

Say (sing / plur) it again!

gu ye
eili ge

Well done!

dplota
drista

Super job!

KAK®DG
kakos

Badly

KAKLOTO!
kakista

Really badly
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AVTLBOA® og / OUAC avtiBol®
antibolé se / humds antibold

Please! (lit., “l beseech you, sing / plur)

XAapLv ool £xw / xapLv LUV Exw
kharin soi ékhé | kharin humin ékho

Thank you! (sing / plur “you”)

ACUEVWC You’re welcome (literally, “gladly,” but ancient Greek doesn’t actually
asmeénos seem to have had a way to say “you’re welcome”)

EMaLV® No thank you (lit, “I praise,” as in, “great suggestion, but no thanks”)
epaind

tOG AéyeTal ENANVLIOTE; How do you say in Greek?

pos légetai hellénisti?

¢ BouAeTal AayyAloti; What does mean in English?

pos bouletai anglisti?

ouyyvwunv éxe / éxete
sungnomeén ékhe | ékhete

Sorry! (sing / plur)

oUK olba
ouk oida

| don’t know

3. pooprpata, N\aAd. prosrhémata, lalia.
Greetings, Small Talk

S16aoKkaAog xaipete, O podntai te Kat Greetings, students! (Lit., “Rejoice,
didaskalos pabntpibeg students male and students
(instructor, teacher) khairete, 6 mathétai te kai female!”)

mathétrides
pobntal / pabntpideg Xolipe, & SL8doKae Greetings, teacher! (Lit., “Rejoice,
mathétai /| mathétrides khaire, & diddskale teacher!”)
(students)
A(16dokahog) o padntd / @ podntpi Student! (masc / fem)

0 mathétd / 6 mathétri
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Tl €0TL TO bvouad ool
ti esti to 6nomd soi?

What is your name?

M(aBntrig / pabntpic)

10 6voud poti éoti(v)
to 6nomd moi esti(n)

My name is

Tl €0TL TO 6vopa alT® / alTi;
ti esti to dnoma autdi / autdi?

What is his / her name?

1O 6voud alt®/alti éoti(v)
to 6nomd autoi/autdi esti(n)

His / her name is

Kot o0, w SLOAOKAAE" TL £0TL TO
Gvouad ool
kai su, diddskale; ti esti to 6nomd

And you, teacher, what is your
name?

w ' TG EXELC TAUEPOV;
0 ; pOs ékheis témeron?

I How are you (sing) today?

O SL8AoKAAE’ KAADC / KAKDC /
UETPLWG EYw TAUEPOV

0 diddskale; kalds | kakos | metrios
ékho témeron.

I’'m well / poorly / so-so today.

XApLv ool Exw.
kharin soi ékho.

Thank you (sing)!

Kal o0,  SL8dokade’ THC EXELC
Tuepoy;

kai su, 6 diddskale; pos ékheis
témeron?

And you, teacher, how are you
today?

KOAQG / KaK®G / HeTplwg EXw
THUEPOV.

kalos | kakés | metriés ékho témeron.

I’'m well / poorly / so-so today!

XApLV 0oL £Xw
kharin soi ékho.

Thank you (sing)!
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f MéAttta / 6 Oilutnog mdig €xeL
Tuepoy;

hé Mélitta / ho Philippos pds ékhet
témeron?

How is Melissa / Philip today?

f MéAutta / 6 QiAuutog KaAkg /
KOK®C / HeTplwg ExeL TAUEPOV.
hé Mélitta / ho Philippos kalos /
kakos | metrios ékhei témeron.

Melissa / Philip is well / poorly / so-
so today.

€ppwoBe, O padntai te Kal
paBntpidec.
érrhosthe, 6 mathétai te kai
mathétrides

Goodbye, students!

£ppwoo, W SLEACKOAE.
érrhéso, 6 diddskale.

Goodbye, teacher!

4. AelwVv AaALld. More Small Talk

A ® ' TG EXELG; Hey ! How are you?

M 0 SL8AoKAAE" EXw KAKDC. Hey teacher, I’'m not feeling well.

A AumtoUpat. Tt mMAoYELG; MOTEPOV I’'m sorry to hear that! What the matter?
KOQUVELC, R Are you feeling (generally) ill/tired, or
Baplvel (mid) TAV kKepalny, A do you have a head ache, or
AAyelg TV yaotipa, A do you have a stomach ache, or
KQTAPPW VOOELC; do you have a cold?

, (0 SL8doKale. [ . O teacher!
) , EAmtilopév og &L OAiyou E€etv | O , we hope that you feel

KaAAlov / avapwoely. better / get better soon!

A w ' Tl P ATTELG; I How are you doing? (How are

things going for you?)
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HadntAg / padntpig

W S18doKaAe’
g0 TMPATIW.
oUk €0 mpATIW.
KOK@OC TTPATTW.

Teacher!
I’'m doing well.
Things aren’t going well.
Things are going badly.

A w , TNAikoOG €i; | How old are you?
M 16. £kkaildeka TGV elpl. | am X years old.
17. £ntakaibeka ét®v eiptl
18. oktwkaideka TV eipl
19. évveakaideka €TV elpi
20. eikoowv €tV ipt
21.  €voc kal elkoolv €TV eiptl
22. Suolv kal gikootv £tV eipl
23. TPV Kal elkoatv TGV il
24. TeTTApwV Kal elkooLv ET®v it
25. mévte kal elkootv ETQv ipl
26. £& kal elkoowv £TV il
27. Emta kal glkootv £TV il
28. OKtw Kal eikoaty £TQV ipi
29. évved kal elkoolv TV gipl
30. tplLakovta £TQWV eipi
M kal o0,  St8dokale TNAiKOG €L; And you, teacher, how old are you?
A yéyova £1n Tepl TETTOPAKOVTA. I’'m about forty. ©
A w " TOG £€e1 alplov; How will you be feeling tomorrow?
M o E£Ew KOADC/KaKDG/UETPlwG e I'll be well/poorly/middling
e oUK oo, w SLdAoKaAe e | don’t know, O teacher!
A ti monoeig alplov; motepov What will you do tomorrow?
padnoel, A Will you study, or
AvVayvwoeL, R read, or
£6¢e1G; eat?
M
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5. Atdhoyoc. Tt épayec; Dialogue. “What did

you eat?”

Vocab

¢00iw, 8w (irreg fut), Edayov (2™ aor)
GOAlog, GOALov. GOALe (vocative)

eat
poor, wretched. “You poor person!”

A ® HoONTPL/HaBNTA” TG EXELS O student [feminine/masculine]: how
are you (feeling)?

M 0 SIEACKANE" EXW KAKDC. O teacher, I'm (feeling) poorly!

A 0 HoONTPL/HadNTa” SLa Tt EXELC KOKGIC; O student [feminine/masculine]: why are
you (feeling) poorly?

M SLotL Edayov ayav. Because I've eaten too much!

A Tl Aéyelg, aOALe; Ti payoloa / daywv You poor person, what are you saying?

KOKQC EXELG; Having eaten what do you feel poorly? (=

“What did you eat to make you feel that
way?”)

M AN @ S8dokole, payoloa / paywv O teacher! | feel poorly having eaten too

rioAoU¢ Gyav tnyavitog Kak®g Exw.

many pancakes!

6. olknolg, epyacia. Home, Occupation

S16aokahog ® HoBNTpl/padntd ti émoinoag XPEC; O student! What did you do yesterday?
TIOTEPOV ... Did you ...
o £uewvag (< pévw) oikoy, A e stay home, or
e Qr-£-KTEWVAG (< dmokteivw) Tov e kill the tyrant, or
tupavvov, i e wake up the children?
¢ fyelpac (< éyeipw) tolg naidag;
padntng / padntpig w S8dokahe’ XOEG O teacher, yesterday, | ___
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A w , €V TivL tOAeL olKETg; I In what city do you live?
M W SL8AoKAAE® Teacher!
£v T® Néw EBopdkwl olk®. I live in New York.
£v tfi Makpfi Now oik®. | live on Long Island.
£€v tfj Binghamton moAel olk®. | live in Binghamton.
&v olk®. I live in
M ® SL8&oKaAE, KaL oU” v TivL TIOAEL And you, teacher, where do you live?
olKelg;
A w * €v 1] Binghamton moAeL Il live in Binghamton.
olk®.
A w , TEPUOLY, £V TIVL TIOAEL WKELG; I In what city did you live/were
you living last year?
M o S18dokale’ Teacher! | lived/was living
£€v T NEw EBopakw in New York.
£v tfj Makpifj Nfow. on Long Island.
£v Tfj Binghamton moAeL in Binghamton.
€v in
WKOULV.
M W SL8AoKAAE, kat o TEPUOLY, &V Tivt And you, teacher, where did you live last
TIOAEL OIKETC; year?
A w - £v tfj Binghamton moAeL Il live in Binghamton.
WKOULV.
A w * TLOG EXELC THUEPOVY; | How are you today?
M 0 SL840KaAE" Exw KOKGC. I’'m not well, teacher.
A TL MTACXELG; What's the matter? (Lit., “What are you
suffering?”)
M £xw Kak®¢ ate daywv/dayoloa kakov | I’'m not well because of having eaten
TLXOEG. (... émeldn) kakov TL Epayov x0€g) | something bad yesterday (because I've
eaten something bad yesterday)
A w * IGIC ELx€ 0oL TA XapLoThpLa; I How was your Thanksgiving?
M 0 SLEACKANE" ELXE MO KAADC. It was good, teacher.
A w * tivoc €oTiv oUTOoC O | Whose pen is this?
KOAQUOG;
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M W SL8AoKa\e" €0TL B6E EUAC. This is my pen, teacher.

A Kal tivog €oTiv €Kelvog O KAAOHOG; And whose pen is that?
M €kelvog éotl ol OW\inumou. hat one’s Philip’s.
A w , Tlva épyaciav Tolelg; I What work do you do? (What is

your occupation?)

A TOTEPOV TOVETC... Do you work...
£v Toi¢ aypolg, i in the fields (= on a farm), or
£V olvomwAlw T, f in a bar, or
omoudAlelg v TQ MAVETLOTNUIW; do you study at university?
M ® S18dokale’ Teacher!
£v TolG Aypoig movQ. | work in the fields.
£V olvomwALw TovQ. | work in a bar.
omoudalwg &v TO MAVEMLOTNUIW. | study at university.
M kal o, ® St8dokale, Tiva épyaciov And you, teacher! What work do you
TIOLET; do? (What is your occupation?)
A o Sapovie / Satpovia: Eveniog Why, you strange person; | obviously
SLEAOKWV ELL. teach.

7. 0 oupavoc. oxoAn. Weather. Pastimes

Zeus, weather god

A TivL oUpav® xpwueba THEPOV; What's the weather today?
M THUEPOV... Today...
gu6la xpwueba. It’s fine weather.
EKAAUTIEL O HALOG. The sun is shining.
OUVVEDEG €OTLV. It’s cloudy.
KoOud €oTuy. It’s really hot.
OeL. It’s raining.
veldel. It’s showing.
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oXoAf¢ olong, Ti LAALOTA ool ApETKEL;
TOTEPOV...
odaipa mailewy,
KUBeLELY, i
UTOAOYLOTIKAC TtaLdLAG TalleLy, A
dwroypadely, i
tawiag BedoBay, A
AVaYLYVWOKELY, f
OLVOV TIVELY;

In your free time, what do you especially like
to do?...

To play ball, or

To play at dice (gamble), or

To play computer/video games, or

To take photographs, or

To watch films, or

To read, or

To drink wine?

oXoAfic olong, GpEokel Lot pallota

In my free time, | especially like to

kal oU, w Stdackale’ oxoAfic obong, Tt LAALOTA

00l APEOKEL;

And you, teacher, when you have free time,
what do you especially like to do?

w ' TOTEPOV Xaipelg A AUTEL TV
tAsopaoctv Bewpévn(F)/Oswpevog(M);

@] I Are you glad (xaipelc) or do you
regret (i Aunel) watching television?

w * Apa oU BoUAEL TV TNAESPATLY 0 I Don’t you want to stop watching
Bewpévn(F)/Oswpevog(M) madecBbay; television?
w * Apa ov OpAS TAS ATSaC TAC TV 0 | Don’t you see the girls watching
tAsopacty Bewpévoc; television?
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