
ANTHROPOLOGY 480G/576L


ARCHAEOLOGICAL AREA STUDIES - HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

Fall 2022 – Wednesday 1:10 – 4:10 pm Sci 1 106
Instructor - Randy McGuire (he, him, el)



Office Sci 1 228, 777-2100
Office Hours: T 2-3 PM, W 9:30-10:30 AM, or by appointment
rmcguire@binghamton.edu
I will hold simultaneous office hours in Sci.1-228 and on zoom https://binghamton.zoom.us/j/9205378216
This variable-credit (1-4) undergraduate/graduate seminar introduces the student to the growing field of historical archaeology.  Historical archaeology uses material culture to study American history.  It brings a unique perspective to the day-to-day life of the people who made history in the Americas.  

I will assume that each student has a basic grounding in American history.  The course will prepare students in archaeology to formulate research questions for historic sites in North America.  It will give students in the other three subdisciplines an introduction to archaeological research and it will address a variety of concerns that cross cut the subdisciplines. Students in history can take the course to learn about the advantages and limitations of an archaeological approach to the study of American history.

The course is organized into three sections.  The first section will cover some of the major theoretical approaches to historical archaeology.  The second section will address a series of topics that have been important in Historical archaeology. These will include gender, class, race, and world expansion.  The last section will apply theory and consider these topics in a series of case studies spanning US history.

The course will be taught in a seminar format.  The class will often begin with a short lecture style presentation and move to discussion. Each week two graduate students will be assigned to lead the discussion. My experience has always been that the students make or break a seminar.  We will be meeting 3 hours a week to engage in a dialogue on the issues raised for that week.  To this end it is absolutely imperative that you come to class prepared.  This means that you must do the readings, but more importantly, you must THINK about the readings before you come to class.  I will try to give you an idea of the issues and questions before each session to help you do the readings.

Learning Objectives
At the end of this course, the student will understand the theory and practice of Historical Archaeology and be able to identify contemporary trends in the field.  The course will aid students in developing a professional level proficiency in critical and constructive thought and to communicate complex ideas in writing and speaking. 
Students who complete this course will be able to:

· Define Historical Archaeology, and its key concepts and issues
· Compare and contrast international approaches to Historical Archaeology

· Discuss and critically assess the current state of Historical Archaeology

· Define and defend a thesis on the future of Historical Archaeology
· Design research in Historical Archaeology
Course Requirements
Research Paper: due TBA finals week, 2022 (55% of your grade)  
Students, undergrad and graduate taking the course for 4 hours will write a research paper. The topic of the research paper is very open but it must relate to historical archaeology and must require you to do some type of creative analysis. We will discuss the research project in detail at the first-class meeting.  During the class meetings of October 12, I will ask each of you to present a brief summary of what your paper will be about.  At that time, I will expect everyone to have a well-formulated research question, each person to have a clearly defined research goal, and some preliminary research to have been done. When formatting your final paper, please use double-spacing, American Antiquity citation format, 1” margins, and 11-12-point fonts.  Please number your pages, and please submit your paper in MS Word.  Graduate students will present a 15-minute paper to the class on his/her/they project during finals week. These presentations will follow the format of the Society for Historical Archaeology meetings. 
Class Participation: (45% of your grade)

All students, regardless of academic standing or credit hours, are expected to attend all class meetings and participate in discussion.  All students are expected to have completed the readings prior to class meetings and come prepared to discuss them in depth.  This requires that you come prepared with something to contribute to conversation (e.g., cross-cutting themes, questions, critiques, answers to the questions below).  Substantive contributions are those in which you raise a question or concern inspired by the readings, or you address a question or concern raised by others.  Substantive contributions must be more than “I agree with so-and-so,” for example.  You will be evaluated on the quality of your contributions to the discussion.  If you are a graduate student taking the course for one credit, this is the sole basis of your grade – therefore I expect you to be present and vocally engaged at every class meeting.

 
All graduate students, regardless of academic standing or credit hours, will work in teams to be responsible for leading discussion of each of the readings.  You will be responsible for leading the discussion approximately multiple times during the semester (depending on final course enrolment).  As you lead the discussion, you should cover, at minimum, the following points:

 

1.     What literatures does the text draw on and contribute to?  (Put the text in context.)

2.     What is the main argument of the text? (Summarize the main point.)

3.     What themes does the text raise and address?

4.     What evidence do the authors use to support their argument?

5.     How does the text enhance our understanding of the topic?

YOU ALSO MUST CHECK THE READINGS FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK TO MAKE

SURE, THEY ARE ALL THERE AND READABLE.
 

You should assume that your classmates all have read the articles prior to class.  Please do not simply read from notes.  You will be evaluated on the quality of your leadership in the discussion. No one should engage in a monologue – the point is to elicit discussion among your classmates. The best presentations will be those that find creative ways to elicit discussion from the entire class, rather than simply talking through the points above. 
Academic Honesty and Professional Conduct
All students are expected to read and comply with the Binghamton University Academic Honesty Policy. Any students caught in violation of this policy will be assigned an "F" in the course and subject to further penalties as prescribed in the policy .  Please do not engage in these activities.  The correct answer on a multiple choice question or a free ride on an assignment is not worth being suspended or expelled from the university.  If you have any doubts on what plagiarism is, talk to your TA or the instructor and review the definition of plagiarism in the Honesty Policy. You will submit all written work to Turnitin.

  
I expect all students to comport themselves in a professional manner in this class and exhibit respect for both the instructors and their fellow students at all times.  During class students are only allowed to use cell phones, other personal electronic devices or portable computers to take notes. No other use of devices is allowed. 


Textbooks
There are 3 texts for Anthro. 480G/576L:
Deetz, James

1996 In Small Things Forgotten. 2nd edition, Anchor Press, New York

Larkin, Karin and Randall H. McGuire (editors) Available online through the Binghamton Library.

2009 The Archaeology of Class War: The Colorado Coalfield Strike of 1913-1914. University of 
Colorado Press, Boulder 
Little, Barbara
2016 Historical Archaeology: Why the Past Matters. Taylor & Francis, New York. You can also use the 2007 Left Coast Press edition of this book.
Archaeologists rightly consider Deetz's book a classic and it is probably the most widely read book to ever to come out of historical archaeology.  As a case study it gives us a good example of a structuralist approach to historical archeology.  We will be using the recently released revised and expanded version. Larkin and McGuire present a case study for our analysis.  Little’s book provides a critical introduction to Historical Archaeology.
─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

SCHEDULE
All readings must be completed prior to the date under which they are listed. 

Class 1 - August 24
What is Historical Archaeology?


Little 2016 Historical Archaeology: Why the Past Matters = Read Entire Book


Fracchia, Adam 

2020  A brief History of Historical Archaeology. In The Routledge Handbook of Global
Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, Pedro Paulo A. 
Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds
Class 2 - August 31



Methods: Archaeology and History
Deetz 1996 - ch. 1

Joyce, Rosemary
2006 Writing Historical Archaeology. In The Cambridge Companion to Historical Archaeology.  Ed. By Hicks and Beaudry, pp.48-68. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.


Horning, A. 
2016 Transatlantic Currents: Exploring the Past, Present, and Future of Global
 Historical Archaeology. Hist Arch 50, 111–126
Russell, L. 
2016 Fifty Years On: History’s Handmaiden? A Plea for Capital H History. Hist 
Arch 50, 50–61.

Harrison, Rodney. 
2016 Archaeologies of Emergent Presents and Futures. Historical
Archaeology 50(3): 165–80.
Class 3 - September 7 
Structuralist Approaches
Leone, Mark
1996  Paca’s Garden. In Images of the Recent Past. Alta Mira Press, ed. By C.E. Orser,ch 15, Walnut Creek. 

Deetz, James

1996 In Small Things Forgotten. 2nd edition, Anchor Press, Garden City. 
Read Entire Book
Class 4 - September 14 
Critical Archaeology and Marxism
Leone, Mark

2020 Critical Theory. In The Routledge Handbook of Global

Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, Pedro Paulo A. 

Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds

Wurst, LouAnn and Quintin Lewis
2020  Marxism, Historical Archaeology, and the Web of Life. In The Routledge
Handbook of Global Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, 
Pedro Paulo A. Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds

Ollman, Bertell

2014 Historical Archaeology, Dialectical Materialism, or UFUG Studies? International 
Journal of Historical Archaeology 18(2):361–373.
Mrozowski, S.A. 
2019 Violence and Dispossession at the Intersection of Colonialism and Capitalist 
Accumulation. Hist Arch 53, 492–515.
De Loney, M.L. 
2019  Agents of Coloniality: Capitalism, the Market, and My Crisis with Archaeology. 
Hist Arch 53, 686–701.
Class 5 – September 21

Gender & Feminism
Scott, Elizabeth

2020 Feminist Historical Archaeology. In The Routledge Handbook of Global

Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, Pedro Paulo A. 

Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds.

Springate, Megan E. 

2020  Intersectionality, Queer Archaeology, and Sexual Effects. In The Routledge
Handbook of Global Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, 
Pedro Paulo A. Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds
Battle-Baptiste, Whitney
2011 Black Feminist Archaeology, Taylor & Francis Group, New York. 

Read Introduction, Ch1 & Ch2
Voss, Barbara

2008 Domesticating Imperialism: Sexual Politics and the Archaeology of Empire. American Anthropologist 110(2):191-203.
Jenkins, T.H. 
2020 An Intersectional Archaeology of Women’s Reproductive Rights in Early Twentieth-Century Easton, Maryland. Hist Arch 54, 581–604.
Class 6 - September 28

Neo-Materialism and Archaeology of the Modern World
Rodney Harrison and Esther Breithoff

2017 Archaeologies of the Contemporary World, Annual Review of Anthropology 
46:1, 203-221
González-Ruibal, Alfredo

2016 Archaeology and the Time of Modernity. Hist Arch 50, 144–164.

Webmoor, Timothy and Witmore, Christopher L.
2008 Things Are Us! A Commentary on Human/Things Relations

under the Banner of a 'Social' Archaeology, Norwegian Archaeological Review,41:1,53-70 
Pétursdóttir, Þóra 
2012 Small Things Forgotten Now Included, or What Else Do Things 
Deserve? International Journal of Historical Archaeology16(3), p. 577–603. 
Khatchadourian, Lori. 

2022. “Life Extempore: Trials of Ruination in the Twilight Zone of Soviet 
Industry.” Cultural Anthropology 37, no. 2: 317–348.
October 5 



No Class – Yom Kippur holiday
Class 7 – October 12

Architecture and Landscapes 
Azkarate, Agustín 

2020  Archaeology of Architecture. In The Routledge Handbook of Global

Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, Pedro Paulo A. 

Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds

Baugher, Sherene and Richard Veit
2020 Advancements in Gravestone and Cemetery Studies in the United States and the 
Commonwealth of Nations. In The Routledge Handbook of Global Historical
Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, Pedro Paulo A. 

Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds
Rippon, Stephen 

2020 Landscape Analysis. In The Routledge Handbook of Global

Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, Pedro Paulo A. 

Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds
Baird, Melissa F.

2017 Critical Theory and the Anthropology of Heritage Landscapes, University Press of Florida, Gainesville. Read Forward, Ch 1 and Ch6
Townsend, R., Sampeck, K., Watrall, E. et al. 
2020 Digital Archaeology and the Living Cherokee Landscape. Int J Histor Archaeol 24, 969–988.
Class 8 - October 19


Class and Consumption
Wurst, L. 
1999 Internalizing Class in Historical Archaeology. Hist Arch 33, 7–21.
Sunseri, C.K. 

2020 Archaeologies of Working-Class Culture and Collective Action. Int J Histor

Archaeol 24, 183–202.
Johnson, E.D., Bolender, D.J. 

2019 Deeper Histories of Dispossession: The Genealogy of “Proletarian” Relations in

Iceland. Hist Arch 53, 559–574.
Roller, M.P. 
2019 The Archaeology of Machinic Consumerism: The Logistics of the Factory Floor in
Everyday Life. Hist Arch 53, 3–24.
Mullins, P.R. 
2019 Anxiety in the Consumer Shell. Hist Arch 53, 25–28.
Wurst, L. 
2019 The Ghost in the Machine: A Response to Roller. Hist Arch 53, 29–34.
Class 9 - October 26


The African Diaspora
Agbe-Davies, Anna

2020 Race. In The Routledge Handbook of Global Historical Archaeology Ed By 
Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, Pedro Paulo A. Funari, Susan Lawrence, 
James Symonds
Singleton, Theresa A.

2010 Slavery, Liberation, and Emancipation: Constructing a Postcolonial Archaeology

of the African Diaspora. In Handbook of Postcolonial Archaeology, edited by Jane 
Lydon, et al., Taylor & Francis Group, New York.




Weik, Terrance
2020 Enslavement and Emancipation. In The Routledge
Handbook of Global Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, 
Pedro Paulo A. Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds
Lee, Nedra K. and Jannie Nicole Scott

2019  Introduction: New Directions in African Diaspora Archaeology. Transforming

Anthropology, 27(2):85–90.

Flewellen, Ayana Omilade 
2022 Dress and Labor: An Intersectional Interpretation of Clothing and Adornment 
Artifacts Recovered from the Levi Jordan Plantation. Archaeologies: Journal of the 
World Archaeological Congress. 18(2):200-234.

Class 10 - November 2



Globalization & Asian Diasporas 
Prangnell, Jonathan

2020 Capitalism and Globalization. In The Routledge Handbook of Global Historical
Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, Pedro Paulo A. Funari, Susan 
Lawrence, James Symonds
Silliman, Stepjem

2020  Colonialism in Historical Archaeology. In The Routledge Handbook of Global 
Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, Pedro Paulo A. 
Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds
Fong,  Kelly 方少芳, Laura W. Ng 伍穎華, Jocelyn Lee 李紫瑄, Veronica L. Peterson
孫美華, Barbara L. Voss
2022 Annual Review of Anthropology 51:233-250.
Kennedy, J.R., Guiry, E.J. 
2022 Exploring Railroad Impacts on Meat Trade: An Isotopic Investigation of Meat
Sourcing and Animal Husbandry at Chinese Diaspora Sites in the American West. 
Int J Histor Archaeol.
Ross, D.E. 
2021 A History of Japanese Diaspora Archaeology. Int J Histor Archaeol 25, 592–624.
Class 11 - November 9

Artifacts
Read Society for Historical Archaeology Bottle identification page https://sha.org/bottle/
Read The Diagnostic Artifacts in Maryland website https://apps.jefpat.maryland.gov/diagnostic/
Soares, Fernanda Codevilla
2020 Analyzing Historical Artifacts. In The Routledge

Handbook of Global Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, 

Pedro Paulo A. Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds
Davies, Peter

2020 Historical Archaeology and Technology. In The Routledge
Handbook of Global Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, 
Pedro Paulo A. Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds
Janowitz, Meta

2022 Typologies, Databases, and Historic Ethnography. Historical Archaeology 

Class 12 - November 16
Native Americans & Missionization
Mathwich, N.M., Giomi, E. 
2022 Order on the Edge of Empire: Social Network Analysis of
Colonial Mission Landscapes in Nuevo México and the Pimería Alta. Int J Histor
Archaeol 26, 474–497
Bethke, B. 
2020 Revisiting the Horse in Blackfoot Culture: Understanding the Development of Nomadic Pastoralism on the North American Plains. Int J Histor Archaeol 24, 44–61
Cipolla, C.N. 
2013  Native American Historical Archaeology and the Trope of Authenticity. Hist
Arch 47, 12–22.
Lightfoot, K., Panich, L., Schneider, T., Gonzalez, S., Russell, M., Modzelewski, D., Moleno T and Blair, E. 
2013. The Study of Indigenous Political Economies and Colonialism in Native 
California: Implications for Contemporary Tribal Groups and Federal Recognition. American Antiquity, 78(1), 89-104.
Jordan, K.A.
2014  Enacting Gender and Kinship around a Large Outdoor Fire Pit at the Seneca 
Iroquois Townley-Read Site, 1715–1754. Hist Arch 48, 61–90.
November 23

Thanksgiving No Class
Class 13 - November 30


Community and Activist Archaeology
Atalay, Sonja, Lee Rains Clauss, Randall H. McGuire, and John R. Welch

2014 Transforming Archaeology. In Transforming Archaeology: Activist Prospects
and Practices. Ed. By S. Atalay, L. R. Clauss, R.H. McGuire and J.R. Welch, pp.  7-28,
Left Coast Press, Walnut Creek, CA.

Burnett, Jeffery J.

2022 Seeking Radical Solidarity in Heritage Studies: Exploring the Intersection of Black Feminist Archaeologies and Geographies in Oak Bluffs, MA.  International Journal of Historical Archaeology 26:53–78’

Londoño, W. 
2021 Indigenous Archaeology, Community Archaeology, and Decolonial Archaeology: What are we Talking About? A Look at the Current Archaeological Theory in South America with Examples. Arch 17, 386–406.
Miller S.E. 

2020  Community Engagement in the 21st Century. In The Routledge
Handbook of Global Historical Archaeology Ed By Charles E. Orser, Andrés Zarankin, 
Pedro Paulo A. Funari, Susan Lawrence, James Symonds.
González-Ruibal, A., González, P. A., & Criado-Boado, F. 
2018. Against Reactionary Populism: Towards a New Public Archaeology. 
Antiquity 92(362): 507-515.
Class 14 - December 7   

The Archaeology of Class War: The Ludlow Massacre
Larkin, Karin & Randall H. McGuire (eds) Available online at the Binghamton Library.


2009 The Archaeology of Class War: The Colorado Coalfield Strike of 1913-1914. University of 


Colorado Press, Boulder.   Read Entire Book
5

